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Praefatio

Helge Johan Thue is a unique legal scholar in the Norwegian landscape. A look at the
bibliography of his latest major work, a standard reference for any Nordic scholar wor-
king in the private international law, shows his amplitude of knowledge and of interests,
as well as the angle from which he observes the law: Helge Johan Thue believes that the
law is an expression of culture, and he treats it as such.

A genuine interest in an expression of culture must be pursued taking into due consi-
deration its historical lines and the relationship with other cultures. Thus, the impressing
extensive bibliography shows a preponderance of titles from countries outside Norway
and the Nordic area dating back to over two centuries ago, and features names such as
Boccaccio and Heidegger, who would not necessarily be expected to appear in a usual
legal analysis. This vast material is effortlessly and with insight integrated in the historical
and cultural discourses that permit to really understand the law and its underlying
streams, as well as its most recent manifestations in a variety of legal systems. With such a
deep and broad understanding of the phenomenon of the law, Helge Johan Thue is not
blended by legal fashions and has a rare insight in the direction into which developments
have gone and might go. Helge Johan Thue has the courage that it takes to represent his
ideas even if they do not comply with the prevailing opinion at that given moment of
time; this has often proven to forecast trends that developed years later.

Helge Johan Thue’s engagement appears also in his organisational activity. He has
been central in developing an international dimension for the University of Oslo, where
he served for 30 years. He is central in developing an international network at the Univer-
sity of Bergen, which he moved to few years ago, thus coming closer to his native West
coast of Norway.

Most of all, the cultural dimension of Helge Johan Thue’s approach towards the law
shows in his ideological position in respect of the role of private international law today.
In an era where most of the efforts are directed to harmonisation and unification of the
law, thus annulling the differences among the various legal systems, he defends the role of
private international law as the means to preserve and respect the individual features of
each legal system and hence of each legal tradition, mentality and eventually culture. Rett
og toleranse, law and tolerance, is the title of one of his works, and reflects the plea for
mutual respect and interest in the vast variety of existing traditions, both legal and cultu-
ral. A variety that threatens to go lost not only because of the increasing harmonisation of
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